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Although we are experiencing tough times
on Capitol Hill, this bipartisan bill dem-
onstrates that we can all come together for
this great cause. I'm proud to introduce this
bill to help find treatments and cures so that
our nation’s children will have a fighting
chance to survive cancer and other rare dis-
ease. The Gabriella Miller Kids First Research
Act 2.0 will reaffirm our strong commitment to
finding cures for childhood diseases.

IN RECOGNITION OF BOB
FRANKLIN

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker | rise
today to honor the centennial birthday of Bob
Franklin. He was born on January 25, 1921, in
Dallas County, Missouri to John and Iva
Franklin.

Bob graduated from Halfway High School in
Polk County and served his country in World
War Il with the U.S. Army, which took him to
the Middle East and Asia. From 1953 through
1957 he served as the sheriff of Dallas Coun-
ty

Bob was also an auctioneer and owner of
the Buffalo Sale Barn. He is the proud father
of state Senator Sandy Crawford, Dr. Tama
Franklin, and his son Randy who preceded
him in death. Throughout his life, Bob has
dedicated himself to his family and helping his
community.

Madam Speaker, please join me in wishing
Bob Franklin and his family a happy birthday
as they celebrate a century of life and service
to the Dallas County community.

HONORING KEVEN PARKER
HON. DWIGHT EVANS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor an influential and dedicated gentleman
from Philadelphia, Keven Parker, a well-known
restaurant owner and community advocate
whose recent passing on January 15, 2021
has left a void in the minds and hearts of the
citizens of Philadelphia.

Keven Parker was an incredible restaurateur
and entrepreneur and his loss will be felt in
the city of Philadelphia for years to come. He
followed his mother’s mission of feeding peo-
ple delicious meals with restaurants on South
Street, in Reading Terminal Market and oper-
ating a catering business.

Ms. Tootsie’s Soul Food Cafe is a house-
hold name dedicated for his mother and her
famous penchant for Tootsie’s Rolls. Keven as
a young child would observe and help his
mother Joyce, as she would teach him the de-
tails and nuances of producing extraordinary
satisfying Soul Food.

Keven was a hard working and self-made
shining star entrepreneur and was one of con-
temporary Philadelphia’s great personalities
and a true visionary. He came from humble
origins but strong roots. Parker grew up in
West Philadelphia and became a successful
businessman, overseeing six distinct entities.
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Keven Parker's restaurants were well re-
garded and were frequented by such people
as President Bill Clinton, Oprah Winfrey, Patti
LaBelle, Will Smith and a host of others. His
groundbreaking establishment Ms. Tootsie’s
on South Street was named the best South-
ern-Style restaurant for three years running in
Black Enterprise magazine and was featured
on food TV shows. The Food Network’s Rob-
ert Irvine raved about his fried chicken on The
Best Thing | Ever Ate.

Furthermore, Parker was committed to giv-
ing back to his community exemplified by hir-
ing 55 individuals in his employ. The Keven
Parker Company community outreach includes
the Youth Adult Division, giving young men
and women the opportunity to work for a pro-
gressive and upwardly mobile company while
gaining valuable skills in an entrepreneurial
and success-driven environment.

Keven Parker dedicated his life to uplifting
and improving the lives of others. He was a
model citizen. The 3rd Congressional District
of Pennsylvania extends gratitude to Keven
Parker for his dedicated support and service
to the City of Philadelphia and we mourn with
his family and friends.

———

IN HONOR OF ED “BUTCH” AND
JEAN SHIFFLETT OF SOUTH BOS-
TON

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ed “Butch” and Jean Shifflett, two
wonderful and generous Americans from my
home neighborhood of South Boston.

Butch and Jean have been model citizens
and engaged members of our South Boston
community for decades. Butch, a Vietnam vet-
eran, together with his wife Jean, have been
loving caretakers of St. Monica’s Church,
where they have welcomed those seeking a
sacred place of beauty and peace. Their hos-
pitality has made it possible for St. Monica’s
Church to serve as a home for the recovery
community, providing a safe gathering space
for those seeking freedom from addiction as
well as anchoring the food pantry, where they
have provided a safety net for those struggling
with hunger during these difficult times.

Day or night, Butch and Jean have never
failed to answer the call when a family in need
has reached out for help. And they have of-
fered more than just practical help and assist-
ance: they have offered respect and warm
goodwill, affirming the dignity of all.

Butch and Jean have never sought recogni-
tion for their service to others. But on January
24, 2021, we expressed our love and gratitude
for the hope and healing they have brought to
our community by naming the lower hall of the
church where they have carried out their min-
istry in their honor.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take the floor of the House today to thank Ed
“Butch” and Jean Shifflett for their decades of
service to St. Monica’s Church and to the fam-
ilies of South Boston.
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HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to vote in person on Roll Call Vote No. 3,
since the vote was closed prior to my as-
signed group being called to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 3.

COMMENDING 4EVER METAL
ROOFING FOR ITS SUPPORT OF
HOOSIER VETERANS

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commend 4Ever Metal Roofing for its invalu-
able support of Hoosier Veterans, especially
during the COVID—19 pandemic.

Since its founding in 2016, the company has
grown to employ several Hoosier veterans,
contributed $7 million to northeast Indiana’s
economy, and has expanded its reach to serv-
ing the tri-state area of Indiana, Michigan, and
Ohio.

However, the company’s commitment to our
region stretches beyond providing jobs to Hoo-
sier veterans and services to consumers. Dur-
ing the pandemic, 4Ever Metal Roofing do-
nated $30,000 to FW22, a local non-profit fo-
cused on suicide prevention and supporting
veterans suffering from PTSD and TBI. This
donation went a long way to ensuring a Hoo-
sier veteran and his family had Christmas pre-
sents this year, and the remainder of the do-
nation will be used to support the work of
FW22 as it assists many more struggling vet-
erans in the region.

Going above and beyond to assist those in
the community, especially those who fought to
protect it, will always be something worth rec-
ognizing, and | commend 4Ever Metal Roofing
for this selfless act of kindness. These are the
kinds of partnerships that make our country
great. | wish 4Ever Metal Roofing nothing but
the best as they continue to grow in the years
to come.

———

RECOGNIZING SYNDEE WOOD AS
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it
is my honor to recognize Encinitas local,
Syndee Wood, as my January Constituent of
the Month. The COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to impact our hospitals, small busi-
nesses, and communities in the 49th District
at a devastating rate. After a friend presented
Ms. Wood with an opportunity to deliver pizzas
to strained ICU workers and ten different de-
partments at Scripps hospital in Encinitas,
Syndee felt gratitude and inspiration from their
reaction.
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Our hospitals and ICU’s continue to hit
devasting capacity numbers, leaving our med-
ical staff with longer hours and hectic shifts
with not much time to sit down for a refueling
meal. Additionally, our small businesses have
been particularly hard hit with less opportuni-
ties for patronship. In an effort to combine
both of these prevalent issues, Syndee gath-
ered funds from neighbors and friends, and so
far, with the help of nearly 250 donations
equaling more than $13,000, her volunteers
have helped support 23 San Diego and North
County locally-owned and franchised res-
taurants.

The pandemic has shown us how valuable
and vital community is for getting through this
trying time in our country. | am incredibly
thankful for residents like Syndee who have
the heart and drive to rise to the occasion on
the behalf of CA-49. As we continue working
through this unprecedented time, it's critical
that we find inspiration in our friends and
neighbors all around us. | am deeply grateful
for Syndee bringing that hope to our cherished
entrepreneurs, small businesses and health
care staff, and | am honored to recognize her
as my Constituent of the Month.

WILLIAM (PETER) W. GRANT, III
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 28, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize William (Peter) W. Grant,
1ll, who passed away surrounded by family on
December 12, 2020.

Peter was born in New York to W.W. Grant
Il (Bill) and Katherine (Kocie) O’Connor in
1932. He attended Phillips Academy, Andover
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MA and Yale University, graduating with a de-
gree in English. While at Yale, he met
Rhondda Lowery and they were married in
1955. They moved to New York City where he
had started his career at Bankers Trust Com-
pany in 1954. Together they moved to his par-
ents’ hometown of Denver in 1958. He at-
tended Harvard University’s two summers-long
Advanced Management Program in the mid
’70s, widening his ever-growing circle of
friends and associates worldwide.

A nearly lifelong Colorado resident, he re-
tired in 1993 from his position as Chairman of
the Colorado National Bank of Denver and
Colorado National Bancshares after a 35-year
career there. He rose from bond trader to
President and Chairman, over years that
brought a multitude of changes in banking
from a single branch to holding companies;
the addition of a credit card issuer (Rocky
Mountain BankCard); interstate banking and fi-
nally a sale to First Bank Systems (now
USBank) in 1993.

His second career as a devoted philan-
thropist and advisor spanned over many
years. He was a Director of Plains Petroleum
and Barrett Resources. He served on, often
chairing, the Boards of The Gates (rubber)
Family Foundation, The Denver Museum of
Nature and Science (formerly the Denver Mu-
seum of Natural History), The Nature Conser-
vancy of Colorado, the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, The Episcopal Church
Foundation, Four Mile Historic Park, the Rocky
Mountain Conservancy (formerly the Rocky
Mountain Nature Association), the lllif School
of Theology, the Midwest Research institute,
Colorado Energy Science Center, KRMA-TV,
Channel Six, as well as an active vestryman
and Senior Warden for St. Barnabas Epis-
copal Church (of Denver). He was active in
the Andover Alumni Association and funded a
scholarship.
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With his wife of 65 years, Rhondda, they
supported the Smithsonian American History
Museum providing lead funding on the Jeffer-
son Bible conservation and printing and the
Abraham Lincoln exhibit at the Smithsonian
National Portrait Gallery. They have been sig-
nificantly involved in the Gates Center for Re-
generative Medicine, supporting the Gates
Summer Internship Program as well as other
initiatives in stem cell research there. Most re-
cently, they were one of three sponsors of the
Denver presentation of American Democracy:
a Great Leap of Faith developed by the Na-
tional Museum of American History and cur-
rently on exhibit at the History of Colorado
Center. He stood with integrity, honesty, intel-
ligence and admirable devotion to his large
Grant family and his friends with a great sense
of humor.

Peter was a long-time steward of Grant fam-
ily interests in Colorado properties. His father
Bill initiated development of their parents farm
property southwest of Denver in the early '80s.
Peter and two other family branch representa-
tives entered into a partnership with Jordan
Perimutter to develop a number of shopping
centers at the sites. One family branch resides
in England; Peter was instrumental in per-
suading British Airways to open daily direct
service to Denver. The Grant Family man-
aging “Senior Committee” which he devel-
oped, survives today as a model of family in-
vestment and stewardship now serving and
benefiting the 4th, 5th and 6th generations.

Peter was a devoted fan of the Colorado
Rockies, both the hockey team (now the New
Jersey Devils) and his beloved baseball team.
He is survived by his wife Rhondda, their
three daughters: Hallidie Haid (Don), Deirdre
Mercurio (Jim) and Liza Grant, as well as six
grandchildren: Relly, Wes, Marielle, Mac-
Kenzie, Patrick and Caleigh. | appreciate his
lifetime service to our community.
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